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MEDIA RELEASE

Launch of Public Inquiry into AUKUS
10 March 2026

At least $368 billion - the largest transfer of sovereign wealth in our history.  Minimal transparency. Australians deserve the truth about the need and risk of acquiring nuclear powered submarines.

That’s why we urgently need a Public Inquiry into AUKUS. There has never been a more critical time to get the truth about AUKUS and what it means for our people and our national security for generations to come. 

Our government has already spent $10 billion of our taxes on US and UK shipyards at a time when much of the world is in conflict and Australians are suffering from a cost-of-living crisis. 

A Public Inquiry needs to examine fundamental questions that our government hasn’t:
· will Australia ever receive the submarines we’re paying for?
· where and how will the high-level nuclear waste be stored? 
· how many real Australian jobs will this create and at what opportunity cost? 
· why are we joining the US to potentially go to war against China, our major trading partner? 
· will AUKUS jeopardise our sovereignty?  
· and most importantly, will AUKUS make us safer, or will it turn us into a nuclear target?

The AUKUS deal was conceived in secret and with deception – “I don’t think, I know” said President Macron – and continues to be shrouded in secrecy despite the incredibly high stakes and massive cost. To end the silence and the secrecy, a group of former MPs, retired military and naval officers, leading strategists and academics, human rights lawyers and union leaders are committing to an independent Public Inquiry into AUKUS. This inquiry is being coordinated by the Australian Peace and Security Forum (APSF) — ensuring it is grounded in expertise, independence, and a commitment to serious evidence-based examination of Australia’s defence and national security.

“So many questions, so few answers,” said former ALP Senator, Doug Cameron. “The Australian public deserve more than Cold War rhetoric to justify the mind-boggling expenditure associated with acquiring second-hand, and yet to be designed attack class, nuclear propelled submarines. 

“There are too many legitimate and serious questions left unanswered. Too many highly respected Australians are expressing grave reservations as to the implications for peace and security in our region and for the world.  Many experts believe AUKUS is a threat to our security and sovereignty not as has been asserted the answer to our future security. Secretive Parliamentary committees stacked with proponents of AUKUS does not serve the public interest. Help fund a genuine public open inquiry,” concluded Doug Cameron.

Today we launch a campaign to crowd fund the cost of the public inquiry, supported by many other Australians and community organisations.

“As a retired military officer with a deep concern and professional track record on Australia’s defence and national security I can no longer just ‘stand easy’ and hope that our government comes to its senses about AUKUS,” said Major General Michael G Smith AO (Ret’d)*.

“Too many questions remain unanswered. Instead of enhancing our security through a questionable defence strategy of ‘deterrence by denial’, AUKUS is locking Australia further into the US war machine and potential conflict with China – our major trading partner and already the dominant power in Asia. This is madness. 

“The lessons from current wars in Ukraine and Iran demonstrate that Australia has much better and less costly options than AUKUS to ensure the security of our continent and region, thereby assuring our independence and sovereignty as a middle power. AUKUS represents the worst defence decision since we relied on Britain to protect us in World War II,” concluded Major General Michael G Smith AO (Ret’d)*

Only a Public Inquiry can address the concerns of many Australians, identifying the real cost and risks, the long-term environmental consequences, strategic implications, and the true legacy of AUKUS. We believe thousands of Australian have real concerns about this extraordinary decision and crowd funding support for this Inquiry will reflect that concern.

For further information contact

Doug Cameron - 0418 468 147
Major General (Ret’d) Michael Smith - 0439490297

image1.png
PUBLIC INQUIRY




